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Burn wood with an easy conscience; it is a renewable carbon neutral fuel
The Forestry Commission in England is supporting the development of wood fuel – a clean, efficient and renewable energy source. 
The Forestry Commission’s Wood fuel Strategy for England  has been launched by the Biodiversity Minister Barry Gardiner. The aim is to bring an additional two million tonnes (Mt) of wood into the market, annually, by 2020 saving 400,000 tonnes of carbon every year – the equivalent of 3.6 million barrels of crude oil and enough to supply 250,000 homes with energy. To achieve this target we will be focusing our efforts on the potential wood resource available in the 60% of English woodlands that are currently under-managed.
Using wood from well-managed woods provides a renewable source of fuel as well as giving woodland owners an incentive to manage their land productively, improving conditions for wildlife.

The UK Government is committed to combating climate change by reducing carbon emissions by 20% below 1990 levels by 2010 and 60% by 2050. Biomass, or plant matter that can be converted to fuel, which includes woodfuel, is a renewable source of energy that can make a contribution to achieving these targets. 

Carbon released by burning woodfuel is re-absorbed by growing trees in a cycle that reduces the amount of carbon released into the atmosphere. There is some carbon released during the harvesting and processing activities but this negligible - particularly when compared to fossil fuels such as coal or oil. 

Many people are now choosing to adopt more sustainable lifestyles, for example by recycling more of their rubbish or taking fewer flights. Using renewable energy is another way to reduce carbon emissions. Whilst renewable energy and carbon saving are the main objectives utilising the [image: image1.jpg]


resource in England’s woodlands achieves a great deal more. 
Woodland management, which includes thinning out trees or traditional techniques such as coppicing and pollarding - where trees are periodically cut back to produce a crop without chopping the tree down - allows more light to reach the forest floor leading to an increase in woodland flowers, insects and animals. Bringing more of England’s woodlands into active management could help support wildlife in one of our richest habitats. Research published last year showed how flora and woodland birds are suffering from lack of woodland management in many of our native woods, whilst many woodland butterflies are in steep decline.
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